
Sponsorship gifts 

support many 

programs and services 

including Member 

Adoption Assistance, 

which helped welcome 

Ellie to her new West 

Michigan home! 



The Down Syndrome Association of West Michigan (DSAWM) advocates for and provides services and 

programming through all stages of life to individuals with Down syndrome and their families across 12 West 

Michigan counties and beyond. We are committed to creating communities that embrace Down syndrome, 

empower individuals, and promote opportunities for meaningful lives. 

 

Our membership is comprised of nearly 350 individuals with Down syndrome and their families. We serve 

individuals as young as a few days old to members in their 50s. Caregivers, siblings, expectant parents, 

and adoptive families also contribute to our growing membership. 

 

Additionally, we are proud to serve community partners, including medical professionals, educators, 

therapists, and disability organizations. Building relationships with West Michigan providers allows us to 

broaden our advocacy efforts as our community continues to grow and diversify. 

DSAWM does a lot with a little. Nearly 100% of our budget comes from donors like YOU. When you give, 
your contributions directly fund the two dozen programs and services that we offer our members. Most 
importantly, your support allows us to continue providing these services free of charge to members, making 
our work accessible for all.  
 
As we continue to grow with our community, we hope youôll join us on our journey! In 2021 we moved into 
the new, first-of-its-kind Special Olympics Michigan Unified Sports & Inclusion Center, successfully 
launched an $850,000 Connecting Communities Capital Campaign, and persevered through a global 
pandemic. Our goals to expand to meet the needs of our membership and create a sustainable future for 
our organization are made possible by your generosity. Please join us in our mission to ensure that the 
West Michigan Down syndrome community is given every opportunity to prosper! 





 

Churchill Downs Sponsors 
In addition to the signature benefits, the following sponsorships also include:  

¹ Reserved table for 8 guests ($7,500 or $5,000) or 6 guests ($3,000) (includes dinner, open bar, and live entertainment) 

¹ Sign at event entrance and announced at event 

¹ Underwriter recognition in event program & DSAWM social media and Annual Report 

¹ 1/2 page ($7,500 or $5,000) or 1/4 page ($3,000) advertisement in event program 

Millionaireôs Row: $7,500 
¹ Cocktail Hour sponsor, ñCocktail Hour presented byéò 

¹ Signature drink during Cocktail Hour 

Taste of Derby: $7,500 
¹ Dinner sponsor, ñDinner presented by éò 

¹ Selection of dessert for the evening 

Photos with the Filly: $5,000 

¹ Photography and horse sponsor, ñEvent photography and 

photos with the horse presented byéò 

¹ Recipient of the rose garland 

Run for the Roses: $5,000 
¹ Floral sponsor, ñCenterpieces presented byéò 

¹ Recipient of a signature floral centerpiece 

My Old Kentucky Home: $5,000 
¹ Entertainment sponsor, ñEntertainment presented byéò 
¹ Selection of first song to kick off evening festivities 

Makerôs Mark: $5,000 
¹ Evening bar sponsor, ñEvening bar presented byéò 
¹ Signature drink during evening festivities 

Riderôs Up!: $3,000 
¹ Speaker sponsor, ñGuest speaker presented byéò 

¹ Introduces the guest speaker 

Mint Julep: $3,000 sponsored by Middleville Tool & 

Die Co. 
¹ Mint julep sponsor, ñMint juleps presented byéò 

¹ Recipient of a mint julep package and 8 commemorative 

drinking glasses 

Winnerôs Circle: $3,000 sponsored by 

Buist Electric 
¹ Raffle sponsor, ñRaffle presented byéò 

¹ Key for the Key Box Raffle and 2 raffle tickets 

Show Sponsor: $1,500 
¹ Reserved table for 4 guests (includes dinner, open bar, 

and live entertainment) 

¹ Sign at event entrance and announced at event 

¹ Recognition in DSAWM social media and Annual Report 

¹ 1/4 page advertisement in event program 

Friend Sponsor: less than $1,500 
¹ Recognition in event program & DSAWM social media 

 

The Down Syndrome Association of West Michigan 
Foundation (DSAWMF) was created to ensure the 
longevity of the DSAWM by providing a permanent 
source of revenue. Since itôs inception in 2004, The 
Winners Cup Benefit, an annual Kentucky Derby themed 
fundraiser, has consistently brought in income and 
resources to raise the value of the Foundationôs 
endowment fund to over $1.6 million.  
 
The 2022 Winners Cup Benefit will be Saturday, May 7th 
at Cascade Country Club. We are excited to announce 
that Miller Johnson will return as the 2022 Triple Crown 
Title Sponsor. Thank you for your continued support, 
Miller Johnson!  



Step Up For Down Syndrome is DSAWMôs annual 

fundraiser and Michiganôs largest Down syndrome 

awareness event. This family-friendly celebration is open 

to all children and adults with Down syndrome, their 

families, friends, and thousands of local supporters. The 

next Step Up For Down Syndrome event will be held on 

September 17, 2022. 

Title Sponsor: $5,000-$10,000 
¹ Logo on all communications with ñPresented byò acknowledgement 

¹ Exclusive giveaway featuring sponsorôs logo to be distributed to participants 

¹ Designated parking 

¹ 8 event registrations 

¹ 4 event signs and announced at event 

¹ Listing on event shirt 

¹ DSAWM website, social media, and Annual Report recognition 

 

Tier I Sponsor: $2,500 
¹ Naming rights to a specific event day activity 

¹ Designated parking 

¹ 6 event registrations 

¹ 4 event signs and announced at event 

¹ Listing on event shirt 

¹ DSAWM website, social media, and Annual Report recognition 

 

Tier II Sponsor: $1,000 
¹ 4 event registrations 

¹ 2 event signs and announced at event 

¹ Listing on event shirt 

¹ DSAWM website, social media, and Annual Report recognition 

 

Tier III Sponsor: $500 

¹ 1 event sign and announced at event 

¹ DSAWM website, social media, and Annual Report recognition 



 

Adaptive Water Ski Clinic: $700 ¸̧   

In partnership with Kentwood Parks and Recreation, the one-day Adaptive Water Ski Clinic provides 10-15 children 

and teens with Down syndrome the opportunity to learn sitting and standing water skiing techniques in a safe and fun 

environment. 

¹ Your sponsorship underwrites instructor fees and costs for refreshments. 

 

Baby Sign Language: $700  ̧

Baby Sign Language is a month-long program that teaches infants and toddlers simple signs from American Sign 

Language which can be used to start communicating with others. 20 participants attend classes offered in Grand 

Rapids and Grand Haven in both the spring and fall. 

¹ Your sponsorship underwrites instructor fees and material costs for both seasons. 

 

Book Club: $300  ̧ 

Teens and adults meet biweekly in the fall and winter months to discuss books selected by Next Chapter Book 

Club. Book Club is open to all reading levels, including non-readers, and is attended by 5-10 members. 

¹ Your sponsorship underwrites material costs for the club. 

 

Buddy Up Tennis: $5,000 ¸̧   

Buddy Up Tennis teaches children and teens with Down syndrome the game of tennis while supporting healthy 

activity and motor function. It is one of our most popular programs, with around 20 participants attending weekly. 

¹ Your sponsorship underwrites coaching, court rental fees, equipment, and material costs. 

 

Cooking Capers: $4,000  ̧ 

Teens and adults learn culinary terminology, cooking methods, measurements, and kitchen safety while crafting a 

delicious and healthy meal. Due to growing demand, Cooking Capers programs are now offered in both Grand 

Rapids and Kalamazoo. Over 30 members participate weekly. 

¹ Your sponsorship underwrites grocery costs and program expenses. 

DSAWM programs and services are designed to 

address barriers and support opportunities for people 

with Down syndrome and their families.  
 

 ̧Early Stages programming supports families from 

diagnosis through the early developmental years. 
 

 ̧School Age programming is designed to supplement 

educational services.  
 

 ̧Teen and Adult programming supports the transition to 

adulthood and beyond.  
 

Sponsors will receive recognition in promotional 

materials, the DSAWM website, social media, and Annual 

Report. 



iCan Bike Camp: $5,000-$15,000  ¸̧   

Every other summer, DSAWM invites iCan Shineða national organization that provides learning opportunities to 

individuals with disabilities through recreational activityðto host a week-long camp. The iCan Bike Camp teaches 40 

children with disabilities to ride a typical two-wheeled bicycle using proven, research-based methods. 

¹ Your sponsorship underwrites program and venue rental fees. Sponsor the camp exclusively at $15,000 or co-

sponsor at $5,000. 

 

Rapid Runners: $1,000  ̧ 

In this summer running program, 10-15 teens and adults train for a 5K race by following individualized training plans 

based on the Couch to 5K program.  

¹ Your sponsorship underwrites coaching fees, t-shirt costs, and 5k race registrations. 

 

Shape Up: $3,000  ̧ 

Shape Up is a weekly health and fitness program consisting of nutrition instruction and aerobic exercise. Year-round 

classes are attended by over 30 participants. 

¹ Your sponsorship underwrites instructor and venue rental fees, equipment, and award costs. 

 

Skill Building Series: $1,200  ̧ 

Occupational Therapy students and professionals lead our Skill Building Series which teaches 10-15 teens and 

adults life skills such as grocery shopping, resume preparation, public speaking, and navigating the city.  

¹ Your sponsorship underwrites instructor and venue rental fees, material costs, and refreshments. 

 

Momsô Night Out / Dadsô Night Out: $1,000 

At Night Out gatherings, parents raising children with Down syndrome meet at local restaurants to share experiences 

and support. DSAWM pays for the meal of first time participants. 

¹ Your sponsorship underwrites dining costs for first time participants. 
 

Member Financial Assistance: $50 - 1,500 

DSAWM Member Financial Assistance is designed to provide financial support to families raising individuals with 

Down syndrome who need help with expenses related to adoption, educational support services, medical care, 

therapeutic and adaptive devices and services, respite care, and meal vouchers for hospitalizations. 

¹ At $50, your sponsorship underwrites one meal voucher request. 

¹ At $500, your sponsorship underwrites one general assistance request (i.e. speech therapy class, adaptive 

communication device, camp participation, etc.). 

¹ At $1,500, your sponsorship underwrites one adoption assistance request. 



 

Rock Your Socks Dance: $1,500 

DSAWM celebrates World Down Syndrome Day by throwing a party for our friends rocking an extra chromosome. 

The Rock Your Socks Dance is open to all DSAWM members, their family, and the community. 

¹ Your sponsorship underwrites costs for venue rental, refreshments, decor, and entertainment for over 300 

guests. 
 

Friends Just Like Me: $1,000 

Families experiencing Down syndrome are invited to the Grand Rapids Childrenôs Museum each spring for a private 

event to meet other families on the same journey. 

¹ Your sponsorship underwrites costs for refreshments, entertainment, and activities for 150 guests. 
 

Member Summer Picnic 

 Lakeshore event: $2,000 

 Kalamazoo event: $500 

Each summer, DSAWM families gather in Holland and Kalamazoo to enjoy friends, food, and fun in the sun at the 

Member Summer Picnic. 

¹ Your sponsorship underwrites costs for venue rental, equipment, games, and refreshments for 250 members. 
 

Oh, Baby!: $500 

Oh, Baby! invites parents and siblings welcoming a new addition with Down syndrome to the Grand Rapids 

Childrenôs Museum for our annual family baby shower. 

¹ Your sponsorship underwrites costs for refreshments, activities, and family gifts for 10-20 families. 
 

Member Holiday Party: $5,000 

In December, DSAWM families visit with Santa and reconnect with friends at the Member Holiday Party.  

¹ Your sponsorship underwrites costs for venue rental, refreshments, activities, and entertainment for around 

500 members. 

Annual events give members, their families, and friends 

an opportunity to come together and celebrate the West 

Michigan Down syndrome community.  

 

Sponsors will receive recognition in promotional 

materials, the DSAWM website, social media, and Annual 

Report. 


